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Our Children, Our Hope

If you ask anyone you meet on the street what day
May 5 is, all the Koreans would reply that it is the
Children’s Day without hesitation. However, how
many people would be able to readily give the an-

swer to what day November 20 is?

While people are very familiar with days such as
March 1, August 15 and December 25, which are
Independence Movement Day, National Liberation
Day and Christmas, respectively, November 20 is a
rather unfamiliar date. This is the “World Children’s
Day” designated by the UN.

The significance of this day is in promoting the im-
portance and need to safeguard the fundamental
rights of children throughout the world. November
20 was designated as the World Children’s Day in or-
der to promote and to have the fact that the digni-
ty of children as independent personalities and the
rights of the children to be enjoyed equally as any
person must be respected be known widely, rather
than as a day of presenting gifts such as toys and
clothes to them.

Even now, there are so many children who are
doing hard labor simply for the purpose of surviv-
al that is even arduous for adults although they
should be in school for education. The population
of children engaged in labor had already exceeded

100 million some 10 years ago with the majority of

girls and orphans unable to attend school. Many

Written by Lee, Ji Hyun, Manager of Cooperative
Ministry Department of the Dail Welfare Foundation

war orphans and uneducated children of Korea due
to the Korean War were able to gain independence
and become self-sufficient because of the exten-
sive assistances provided from many countries in
the world. It is now our turn to take the initiative
and lead in assisting such impoverished children of
the world. Children are our hopes, and the future
and dream of our nation. We sincerely hope that
all the children of the world are truly happy. What
would be the means of assisting all the children of
the world to grow properly with abundance of love
regardless of their skin color and whether they are
rich or poor? Dail Community is endeavoring to do
whatever and all that we can to help children in var-
ious corners of the world.

Children who are the future dreams of Asia
Firstly, the Hunchun Dail Children’s Center of Dail

Community in Milgang Village in Hunchun City, Ji-
lin Province, China held service for the opening of
the Center as the first branch of Dail Community
in overseas country in June 1999. Dail Communi-
ty in China situated at Milgang Village in Hunchun
City for the ministry of placing life baskets contain-
ing the livelihood kit (rice and basic items) along
the riverbanks of the Duman River for the children
crossing the River to escape from North Korea to
China. Dail Children's Center was opened in Mil-

gang in order to further this cause.



However, the Center was eventually moved to the

urban center in the Hunchun City in July, 2004
due to the reduction in the schools in villages and
growth of the children, and in order to provide a
better educational environment for the Korean-Chi-
nese children as well as Chinese orphans. As China
is a socialistic country and religious activities are not
permitted, we are taking care of the children with
love and sincerity.

Dail Children’s Center, as the results of the utmost
efforts put in over the last 15 years with the aim of
enabling children to grow into a competent people
to serve the Chinese society, was requested by the
Chinese government to remain in China despite
the government’s policy in expelling almost all in-
ternational NGOs over the years. Dail Community in
China shall continue to be the overseas branch of
Dail Community tasked with the provision of prop-
er educational programs for the orphans in China.
Among the Korean-Chinese children as well as Chi-
nese orphans, those who had lost parents or aban-
doned because of disabilities and even those aban-
doned as soon as they were born are continually
coming to the Dail Children’s Center in Hunchun
for assistance. Although these children come to the
Dail Children’s Center with their individual painful
stories, we are simply grateful, overfilled with grace
for relieving of such pain and loving care in order
for them to grow as the future dreams of Asia.

Life of revolution rather than mendicancy

Dail Community in Nepal has been operating the
<Hope School> for about an hour in the morning
over a period of 3 years since 2013 for the children
on the street who were unable to attend school. It
was merged into the <Dail-KOICA Hope School>
established through cooperation with KOICA in
2013 as an alternative school. It has provided sys-
tematic elementary school education since then.
The Dail Hope School has composed classes cen-
tered around the children with the most deteriorat-
ed living environments among those from the Terai
district, children of the immigrants from India and
the squatter settlement in Katmandu. The majority
of these children lived their entire life by making liv-
ing through begging with absolutely no education-
al benefit. These are children who were only able
to beg all day in the life without any hope for the
future or capabilities to do something. A revolution
occurred in the lives of these children who walked
to the center of the city to beg to the tourists for
petty handouts.

Dail Community in Nepal has been securing the
pledges of the parents who are sending their chil-
dren to the Hope School to cleanly wash the school
uniforms regardless of how difficult their environ-
ment is. Moreover, the Hope School holds meetings

of the parents every month to explain and share the



status of education of the children and to provide
food that is much more than that can be acquired
through begging. The Hope School is also promising
to be responsible for the children’s education to high
school if the children wish. We also require the parents
to make solemn pledge that they will not force labor
on their children to earn money and ensure that their
children study at home every day. The Hope School of
Dail-KOICA if fulfilling its role as a self-reliance educa-
tion institution not only for the children but also their
parents by teaching the children to become self-suffi-

cient persons without having to beg.

Floating Kindergarten where Hope Grows

Dail Floating Kindergarten on Siem Reap, the big-
gest lake in Asia, opened in September 2009 is a
kindergarten attached to the Chong Khneas Ele-
mentary School. The classes are divided into the
morning and afternoon classes for approximately
100 students with the age range of 4~6 years. Chil-
dren who find studying at the kindergarten to be
most enjoyable throughout their day are growing
as the future hopes of Cambodia through the Dail
Floating Kindergarten. Meetings with the parents
are held once a month on the last week of the
month to show the parents the activities of the kin-
dergarten with presentation of photographs and
talk about the activities for the following month.
As the photographs of the activities of the chil-
dren are presented, the mothers concentrate on
the photographs with the anticipation of seeing
their children in the photographs. It seems that
the mothers are the same everywhere in the world.
Mothers who made their children to catch fish and
beg find it amazing that their children are growing
up properly with systematic education. In addition,
the children and the mother realized that the gaze

of the mothers who are putting on clean school

uniforms rather than the dirty cloth in the past and
adorably tying the hairs of their daughter to send
the children to the kindergarten can be changed
through education, thereby changing the distrust
in them into hopes.

Children who want to learn and nurture dreams
Dail Community in the Philippines operates Baffor
and Dail Dream Care Center in the Cavite region. In
particular, the kindergarten education by the Dail
Dream Care Center is being conducted very ac-
tively. Prior to the opening of the Dail Dream Care
Center, children who were studying in a classroom
with tin roof with hole incapable of sheltering the
children from the rain and wind are now growing
up by nurturing their dreams and hopes in com-

fortable and cozy environment.

Mothers in Cavite who visited the kindergarten on
their foot frequently ask questions and make state-
ments such as the following:

“I want to have my child attend the Dail Kindergarten!”
“Do you accept children who are not Christians?”
“Do you give out meals to those who are not Chris-
tians?”

Yes, of course. Whether you are a Christian or be-
lievers of other religions is not important. Dail Com-
munity in the Philippines welcomes all and any chil-

dren who wish to learn and nurture dreams.

Residents of the villages around the Center make
requests such as “please do not leave from our area
and continue to be our guardian angel"Unlike their
past filled only with agony and pain, the Dail Com-
munity in the Philippines is sharing the thoughts of
the children and parents on the dreams and hope

for the better future.



For the Dail Hope School

Public education is free in Tanzania. As such, any-
one can attend school without any financial bur-
den, but the school attendance rate of children is
very low. The majority of the children are not able
to afford school uniform, bag, supplies and school
contribution fees even though there is no tuition
fee being charged, thereby unable to enroll into
or dropping out of the school. Dail Hope Class was
opened and operated in order for such children to
transfer to the regular elementary school courses in
Tanzania. The children enrolled in the Hope Class
receive support for enrollment in regular school
through sisterhood relationship.

The circumstances of the children currently enrolled
in reqular school programs are not much different.
The houses they return from school are extreme-
ly small and dark clay huts without electrical sup-
ply. As such, they study while lying down on their
belly on the bare ground outside. Although such
attitude of the children is praiseworthy and admira-

ble, it makes the onlookers to experience extreme

[ﬁ.ﬁ'&n [Fgr7e s el

feeling of sadness at the same time. We are ardently
making preparations to open the Dail Hope School
in Tanzania to provide after school hour classes in
which to study joyously and with peace of mind for
the children in aforementioned circumstances and
the children who are not in school even though
they are of school age.

We look forward to your continued interest, con-
cerns and support for the after school hour classes
and the Dail Hope School Tanzania, which will com-
mence operation in the near future!

Dail is putting in our utmost efforts in order for the
children in the poverty stricken countries in the
world to enjoy the rights that are entitled to them
as human beings. We seek your helping hand en-
able our children to receive proper education, be
protected from the threats and freed from undue
labor forced on them.

Please think about and have concerns for the chil-
dren of the world in order for them to take steps out

of their desperation into the world of hope.
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A Christmas Carol
Before the Paling of the Stars

Al M2 1 Z[H (B! Ellie Choi) F2|AE|L} ZM|E| / By Christina G. Rossetti

2 &7|K ¢ Before the earliest cock crow,
2| Jesus Christ was born:

122 MY Born in a stable,

MLzt Cradled in a manger,
e 27 In the world His Hands had made
[ Fally Born a stranger.
= Ll Priest and king lay fast asleep

o

In Jerusalem;

Young and old lay fast asleep

In crowded Bethlehem;

Saint and angel, ox and ass,

ept a watch together
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